THE    POST
The finicking fashion he has of setting the frying-pan on the
stove. And look at that pan! Could there be a worse pan in the
world to fry eggs in? But try telling him so! You know what
he'll say: "No, really. I've tried them all. This is the only pan to
fry eggs in." And if I tell him the difference between one pan
and another he will go out of the room, I'll hear him grumbling
in the next room; and he'll be back a little later, having re-
flected with considerable pride that he is master in this house
and whatever I say can make no difference.'
Even his serene good breeding got on my nerves. It seemed
to me mere obsequiousness. When he belched he always said
Tardon me5; and I would say to myself, 'You'd do better not
to belch instead of sitting there smugly begging my pardon.' If,
reaching for the sugar, he said 'Excuse me,' I would rebel and
remember that he always said 'Excuse me,' even when he passed
behind me. I had to get away from him, away from the Post,
or go mad,
It is no pleasure for me to be exhibiting myself in this par-
ticularly objectionable fashion, but I do not believe I am wrong
to generalize from the experience and say —since I had never
been seized like this before — that it is one of the things that
happen in the polar regions to a man from Outside. Fortun-
ately, mention of it leads me straight into a subject easier to
write about.
I had made up my mind that somehow or other I would get
to Pelly Bay, a point two hundred and fifty miles from Gjoa
Haven, to the east of King William Land on another island.
The natives there were true primitives, and apart from an
Oblate priest, Father Henry, they never saw a white man except
when one or two of them made the annual trading expedition
to this Post. The difficulty was that there was not a dog-team on
King William Land that could undertake such a trip; and I had
reached the state of believing that Gibson did not want me to
take it, — not so much because he thought it dangerously hard,
but because he meant to block my every desire. He said to me
one day:

